CONSERVATION
LEADERSHIP SERIES 2022

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your interest in Colorado Open Lands’ (COL) Conservation Leadership Series.
As you may know, COL is an organization focused on conserving Colorado’s most important wild and
working lands, forever. While a seemingly simple mission, conserving land in perpetuity takes more than just
good conservation work on the ground. For this work to be truly permanent, we also need to be effective in
connecting people to the land, educating the public about the importance of private land conservation, and
helping foster the next generation of land conservation leaders. That is why the Conservation Leadership
Series (CLS) is so core to our mission.
We hope through the course of this year you will not only come to understand our mission and work in land
conservation, but you will bring your unique background and experience to help us explore new ways to look
at our work. In the next pages, you will see a glimpse of what the program has in store for our CLS participants
in 2022. These select experiences will help you develop a deeper understanding of the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of our
work and the impact it has on the people, plants, and animals that call Colorado home.
Thank you for your consideration and your commitment to learning more. I look forward to seeing you ‘on
the land’.
Sincerely,

Tony Caligiuri
President and CEO

OVERVIEW OF THE PROGRAM
Colorado Open Lands works with landowners and community partners to permanently conserve
and steward Colorado’s most important land and water resources. We believe in protecting fish
and wildlife habitat, healthy waterways, epic views, outdoor recreation, local food, and outdoor
education. These are our values.
The Conservation Leadership Series is designed to offer participants insight into land
conservation in Colorado and the values of Colorado Open Lands. The program includes a mix of
networking events, land tours, conversations with landowners and stakeholders, and recreational
activities. Each land-based excursion in the series reflects at least one of COL’s values. It is our
hope that participants gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for land conservation in
Colorado and incorporate what they learn into their professional and personal lives to cultivate a
strong conservation ethic across Colorado.
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2022 calendar of events
may 26
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july 16
August 17
September 29
October 12
November 3

conservation 101 luncheon 1
eastern plains tour 2
upper colorado river float 3
south park tour 4
cheers for conservation event
northern colorado tour 6
alumni happy hour 7
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CONSERVATION
101 LUNCHEON
Thursday, May 26
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Lakewood, CO
Kick off the 2022 series with a luncheon
focused on why conservation is vital
to Colorado. Our COL staff will share
information about the challenges of land
and water use that are driving conservation
efforts statewide and share a glimpse into
how conserved lands impact our quality
of life. In addition, you will get to know
staff to build your network and sense of
belonging with the COL community. This
event will serve as the foundation of many
conversations throughout the year, so we
ask you to please prioritize attending this
event.
Photo by Ann Duncan

EASTERN PLAINS
TOUR
Thursday, June 23
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Strasburg, CO
Journey beyond Denver International
Airport to the eastern plains of Colorado
and the West Bijou Creek watershed,
where we work with landowners to
conserve short grass prairie. Learn how
holistic ranching practices are employed
throughout the area and how the land
provides a critical migration corridor for
pronghorn antelope and mule deer. We
will also have the chance to view what one
scientist calls, “the best KT Boundary site
on the planet.”
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UPPER COLORADO
RIVER FLOAT
Saturday, July 16
7:45 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Eagle, CO
FAMILY FRIENDLY
Float one of the world’s most famous and
fought-over rivers. We will head west along
I-70 to our launching point at Rancho
Del Rio. From there we will float our way
downriver, learning about conserved lands
and the partnership that helped protect
them on a landscape scale. We will stop for
a picnic on shore along the way. Families
are welcome to join this event (including
children who can swim!).
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SOUTH PARK TOUR
Wednesday, August 17
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
South Park, CO
Explore the South Park Basin with COL
staff to understand this popular yet
threatened landscape. The tour will
feature COL’s work on the preservation
of Colorado’s historic agricultural
community, the conservation of
important wildlife corridors, and the
restoration of key waterways that not
only supply important habitat and
economic support, but also provide
the Denver metro area with clean,
dependable water.
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CHEERS FOR
CONSERVATION EVENT
Thursday, September 29
5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wheat Ridge, CO
FAMILY FRIENDLY
Cheers for Conservation is one of Colorado Open Lands’ annual (and most
enjoyable) fundraisers. Come mingle
with landowners, staff, and the Colorado conservation community as we celebrate the land with live music, a silent
auction, and a hearty dinner. Your ticket
to attend is free and your family or
friends will receive discounted tickets.

NORTHERN
COLORADO TOUR
Wednesday, October 12
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Northern Colorado
Join us as we venture to Northern Colorado
where you will see the ongoing impacts of
nearly 40 years of conservation in this iconic
Colorado landscape. Enjoy a light breakfast
from a successfully conserved Community
Supported Agricultural (CSA) Farm, learn
about critical wildlife corridors, hike 3 miles
through breathtaking landscapes, and
discover how a tiny jumping mouse is being
saved through collaborative conservation
efforts!
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ALUMNI
HAPPY HOUR
Thursday, November 3
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Denver, CO
Celebrate your completion of the
Conservation Leadership Series by
joining staff and alumni at a happy hour
event! Chat with new friends, bring
along friends who may be interested in
the program next year, network with
individuals who completed the program
in years past, and learn how to stay
connected to the COL community in
the coming years!

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
The Conservation Leadership Series is made possible through the support
of generous donors who value the goals of the program. There is no cost
to participate – just an expectation that you will engage fully throughout
the immersive experience. We hope that you can attend at least 5 of the 7
events. This will ensure that the cohort can build a sense of community, and
collaboration and can learn from one another.
For land tours and excursions outside of the Denver vicinity, we typically
offer carpooling options from our office in Lakewood. More information will
be shared prior to each event.
Thank you for your interest – it means the world to us, our landowners, and
all Coloradans.

Colorado Open Lands is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization.
Our EIN is 84-0866211.
Contact Yvonne Schramm at YSchramm@ColoradoOpenLands.org or
303-988-2373 ext. 223 with any questions.

