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Photo of Rough Hollow, Hinsdale County, conserved in 2022.  Photo by Robin Gowdy.



leveraging  

private funds to 

raise $8.6 million 

in public funds 

for conservation 

and restoration 

2022 highlights
Another banner year for conservation!

a full relaunch 

of our outreach 

and educational 

programs after 

a two-year Covid 

hiatus

significant 

expansion of our 

land and water 

restoration 

program

Annual 

monitoring and 

stewardship 

of 681 COL 

conservation 

easements

22  new 

conservation 

projects 

protecting 

26,256 acres 

across colorado
LGM Farms, Rio Grande County, conserved in 2022

Oak Meadows, Mo�at County, conserved in 2022 Conservation Leadership Series visiting South Park in 2022

Salt Creek, Park County, 
a restoration site in 2022

Monitoring Heartland 
Ranch, Bent County



2023 initiatives
looking toward creative solutions to advance 

land & water protection in colorado

In 2023, we are pursuing a suite of programs and initiatives that feature an ambitious 

pace of high-quality land protection and careful stewardship, an increase in land 

and water restoration, and the expansion of our public education and leadership 

development programs, plus a few new initiatives:

increased focus on conservation in Northwest Colorado

expansion of our land and water restoration 

work into dryland restoration

groundwater protection in the san luis valley

exploration of the intersection between land 

conservation and renewable energy generation

1Hook Ranch, Park County, conserved in 2022



As a region with some of our state’s largest undeveloped parcels of land, Northwest Colorado 

represents a signi�cant new opportunity in land conservation in the coming decade.  

Rising land values and the expanded conservation easement tax credit bene�ts have made 

conservation easements much more economically feasible for landowners in this region.  

COL initiated a regional land value study several years ago that helped catalyze our �rst 

large-scale conservation project in that landscape – the 7,000-acre Baker’s Peak Ranch that 

protected a critical winter habitat for North America’s second largest elk herd.  Since then, 

we have worked with several landowners to advance new conservation projects in Routt 

and Mo�at counties west of Steamboat Springs.  

Last year, our conservation team completed a detailed land ownership analysis, �nding rich 

opportunities for large-scale land and water conservation in this region.  In Mo�at County, 

we identi�ed 24 landowners who have property covering a total of 326,000 acres that would 

be highly desirable for conservation and rank particularly well for federal funding through 

the Natural Resource Conservation Service in the US Department of Agriculture.  Another 

30 landowners in Mo�att County have an additional 200,000 acres that would be desirable 

candidates for conservation.  We are working to shi� and expand sta� capacity to increase 

COL’s focus on, and presence in, this landscape. 

Northwest Colorado Conservation



Since the expansion of our land and water restoration work and the hiring of a dedicated 

Restoration Program Manager, the program has grown and gained signi�cant �nancial 

support from a diversity of public and private sources to deliver multiple years of restoration 

projects in South Park, Middle Park, North Park, the Northern Front Range, and the San 

Luis Valley.  

As we have expanded this program, we have discovered a speci�c area of work that has 

both high demand and low capacity: the conversion of previously irrigated farmland into 

functional, non-irrigated “dryland” that can continue as grazing land and wildlife habitat.  

As Colorado and other Western states face the reality of shrinking water supplies, some 

currently irrigated farmland is going to face the prospect of being dried up to conserve 

surface and aquifer water supplies.  �ere is already a strong likelihood that up to 100,000 

acres of irrigated farmland in the San Luis Valley will have to cease irrigation to protect 

the local aquifer and bring groundwater use to a sustainable level.  With the likelihood of 

mandated reductions in the use of the Colorado River, this challenge will only grow.  

While this body of work is currently under the direction of our existing Restoration Program 

Manager, we recognize the growing demand and will explore enlisting a dryland restoration 

specialist to focus on this work.  �is specialist would seek out fundraising opportunities 

for dryland restoration and other potential irrigation conversion projects.  

dryland restoration



groundwater protection

Declining groundwater resources are a critical concern in many states, as these groundwater 

resources are a primary source of drinking water for rural communities and serve as a vital 

irrigation water supply for many farming and ranching economies. Since a changing climate 

means aquifers recharge more slowly and pumping technology increases, many aquifers are 

at risk. While the challenge extends throughout Colorado and the Intermountain West, 

one of the most acutely impacted regions is the San Luis Valley in Southern Colorado.  San 

Luis Valley groundwater aquifers are directly related to surface water levels, which in turn 

can have additional impacts on water availability for irrigation as well as on habitat for a 

multitude of species.   Long-term drought and overuse of groundwater has led the state 

to consider the drastic step of involuntary shutdown of groundwater pumping in the San 

Luis Valley, potentially devasting the economy of one of the most productive and historic 

agricultural communities in Colorado.

In response, Colorado Open Lands has developed an innovative and voluntary groundwater 

conservation easement model to pilot in Colorado’s San Luis Valley, which could help 

address this concern in a much more bene�cial way for the community.  Groundwater 

conservation easements would compensate farmers and ranchers through federal funding 

and state tax incentives to permanently reduce their groundwater pumping, keeping water 

in the aquifer and increasing stream �ows.  Just as traditional easements restrict building, 

these easements restrict pumping, requiring the saved water to be stored in the aquifer. �is 

e�ort brings together the groundwater management experience of local water districts with 

the collaborative expertise and conservation tools of a land trust to work with irrigators 

on a voluntary basis to bring the aquifer to a sustainable level and enhance wetlands and 

freshwater systems that support wildlife. 

Earlier this year, COL completed our �rst signi�cant groundwater easement on the 1,800-

acre Peachwood Farm in the northern San Luis Valley.  �is project attracted signi�cant 

national attention and federal support, and has now become a model for a national bill 

introduced in the U.S. Senate at the time of publication of this document.  In the coming year, 

we look forward to building on this success and advancing more groundwater conservation 

projects, with the goal of reducing agricultural groundwater pumping to a sustainable level 

while ensuring the long-term health of the San Luis Valley’s agricultural economy.
Peachwood Farms, Saguache County, 
COL’s �rst groundwater easement, conserved in 2022



A growing tension in the conservation community is the need to expand renewable energy, 

while at the same time protect signi�cant land and water resources from subdivision and 

development.  Speci�cally in land conservation, conservation easements have not been 

eligible for tax bene�ts or other conservation funding if they allow commercial-scale solar 

energy development.   In the context of a changing climate, this creates a tension between 

two like-minded constituencies. �e prohibition of commercial-scale solar installations 

on lands protected with a conservation easement can also dissuade landowners from 

conserving their land, especially on lands that are facing reductions in available irrigation 

water that will need to have supplemental sources of farm and ranch revenue.

COL is interested in exploring how solar power generation can be more compatible 

with land conservation.  Speci�cally, there is a growing body of research that some solar 

development can create bene�cial microclimates that improve soil health, that grazing can 

replace pesticides in weed management around solar installations, and that food production 

can be compatible with solar panels.  

We propose to develop a guide for Colorado’s conservation community. Our research will 

examine the context of solar development (policy, law, feasibility) and enlist the help of solar 

researchers in Colorado. �e guide will consider information on the solar development 

process to determine what characteristics of a property might be compatible with solar 

development and identify areas of concern (water rights abandonment or species sensitivity) 

to allow land trusts to evaluate projects. We would approach this in a similar way to the 

research that resulted in COL’s new easement language around water-sharing agreements 

and groundwater conservation in Colorado – both of which have become national models.  

At the same time, we propose to partner with Colorado State University to take a deeper 

dive in the San Luis Valley to explore how conservation and solar development might 

coexist (and where it should not) or how siting and design might be achieved to improve 

revegetation success, allow for grazing, or perhaps provide bene�t to certain wildlife in this 

landscape that will necessarily be facing a future of reduced agricultural productivity. 

conservation & renewable energy



Financial reporting   April 1, 2022 - March 31, 2023*

Category Amount

Contributed Conservation Easements $36,959,977

Federal Funds for Conservation Easements $5,394,823 

Restricted Contributions $2,762,876 

Unrestricted Contributions $1,280,165 

Program Income $381,580

Special Events (net) $326,389 

Investment Income (net) ($666,854) 

Total $46,438,956 

2.8%

Unrestricted 

Contributions

5.9% 

Restricted 

Contributions

79.6%

Contributed Conservation 

Easements

11.6%

Federal Funds for 

Conservation 

Easements 

-1.4%

Investment 

Income 

0.8%

Program 

Income 

0.7%

Special Events 

(net)

Support & Revenue

*unaudited at time of publication. 

7.5%

Program Services 

1.2%

Fundraising

1.0%

General and 

Administrative

90.3%

Conservation 

Easements

expenses
Category Amount

Conservation Easements $42,364,800

Program Services $3,522,614

General and Administrative $473,020

Fundraising $550,952

Total $46,911,386

Consolidated statements of Colorado Open Lands and the Colorado Open Lands Foundation
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Susan Tichy
Andrew & Cassie Todd
Milt & Barb Tokunaga
G. Darwin Toll
Keith Tooley
Maria Toro Suarez
Nancy & Peter Torpey
Jemal Touba
Bill Trampe & Barbara East
Joanna & Dennis Trescott
John Trigg
Trinchera Blanca Foundation
Leslie & Jason Trow
Stephanie & David Tryba
Jamen Tyler
Richard & Janet Tyrrell-Ead
Jessica Ulmala
Margaret Ulrich-Nims
Mitzi Valdez
William & Nancy Van Doorninck
Marcia Van Eden
Els & Walter Van Woudenberg
Klasina Vanderwerf
Heidi & Scott Vangenderen
Clare Verrochi
Larry & Marcia Vickerman
Milla Leu Vickerman
Bill & Barbara Vidmar
Phyllis Vigil
Leslie Volkar
William & Evelyn Wagner
Thomas & Emily Wahl
Derrick Wait Robinson
Elizabeth & Frank Walker
L.A. Walker
Huntington Walker
George & Nancy Wallace
Marshall & Diane Wallach
Lindsay & Andrew Walter
Cecile & David Warner
Judith & James Warner
Laura Warren
Mary Watson
Steve & Lenny Watson
Amanda Weaver
Elli Weaver
Ruth Anne Weaver
Jennifer Weddle
Margaret Weisenbach
Melanie Wells
Stephanie Wells
Hope & Paul Wenke
Michael & Anita Wenstrom
William Wert

Wet Mt. Valley Community Foundation
Dianne Whalen
Ray Whalen & Stephanie Romm
Ginger & John Whellock
Charles White
Gerald & Carolyn White
Lee & Suzanne White
Suellen & Travis White
Josh & Edie Widoff
Ralph Wieleba
Cameron Wiggins & Emily Wasserman
Bill Wilbur
Sally & Phillip Wilcox
Jonathan & Corrie Wiley
Eric & Janice Wilkinson
Jana & Brian Wilkinson
Elizabeth & Brett Williams
Matthew & Julia Wills
Zachary Wilson
Hugh Wilson & Katherine Talbott
Brad & Michelle Wind
Gregory Wittbecker
Karen & Ian Wolfe
Jeffrey & Sandra Wood
James Wood & Felicity Hannay
John & Lydia Woodard
Lise Woodard
Charles & Karin Woolley
Michael & Janet Wooten
Robert Worthman
Liz & Chris Wright
Ruth & Ken Wright
George & Judy Writer
MJ & Hans Wurster
Paul Yoder
James Young
Matt & Deanna Young
Chris & Kim Yuan-Farrell
Dave & Donna Zankey
Tracy Zarlengo
Wendy Zechman
Andra Zeppelin
Charles & Judy Ziehr
Pete Ziemke
Robert Zimdahl
Peter & Lucille Zwanzig

Perennial Partners:
Suzanne Bruce & Stephen Metz
Van & Sheila Baker
Nancy Billica & Brian Vickers
Laura Bricklin
Tony & Lynn Caligiuri
Clay & Harriet Carpenter
Lyle Deitch
Richard Dietz
Paige Flanary
Richard & Ruth Fletcher
Mike Gefell & Alison Hazel
Jeremy Hakes
Lisa Hamilton-Fieldman
Susan Jessup & David Armstrong
Cheyenne Johnson & Chad Gililland 
Celeste & Robert Kling
Jesse Kreier
Laura Macwaters
Ed & Pat Martin
Mark & Anne McKinnon
James Mortick
Andrew Neely

Ed & Meg Nichols
Millah Nikkel & Thor Gjelsteen
Wynne & Doug Odell
Karen Ortiz
Gary & Kathy Packard
Gregory Penkowsky
Stephen Rousey
Lee Schlais
Charles & Persis Schlosser
Bryan & Julie Stahli
Charlie Stein & Lyra May昀椀eld
David Stromberger
Wayne Trujillo & Nanette Curtis
Ardis Westwood
Maj. Bryan Wheeler Ida Mae Wheeler
Julie Whipple
Richard & Laura Whittington
Dick & Sally Williams
Joe Woodward
James Wurz & Brenda Miles
Christy Wyckoff
Margot Zallen

Workplace Giving:
Acxiom
Apple
Arapahoe Basin Ski Area
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Richard Bancroft
Broadcom
Sue Brown
CoBank
Community Shares of Colorado
Brittany Conant
Empower Retirement, LLC
David Glaser
Sarah & Judd Goldberg
HP, Inc
Janus Henderson Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
Kimberly Ringhausen
Allison Smith
The Colorado Trust
David Thomas
Travis Torline
Jessica Weiss
Audrey Williams

Gifts were made in honor of:
Don Aptekar
Caroline & Thomas’ wedding
Carl C. Cates
Michael Dowling
Kim Dufty
Ford Frick
Steve Knox
Briane Locke
Tim Morrissy & Lena Miller
Emily Olander
Paul Phillips
Susan Fox Pinkowitz
Martha Records
Skip and Lisa Schweiss
David & Kathy Swanson
The Rock Pring Family
Amanda Weaver
Kelsey Weaver
Dianne Whalen
Ruth & Ken Wright

Gifts were made in memory of:
Leo August
Vic Barnes
Steven Bunnelle
Matthew Carlock
Gary Eastman
Frances Kelley Green
Hans Krimm
Daniel Michaud
Cole Mika
Kitty Pring
Jerry Schulz
Margaret Susan Wilson

In-Kind Gifts:
Sarah Amick
Brent Bartels
Shannon Bearden
Drew & Carrie Bennett
Paula Bisgard
Dan Booth
Tanner Buffy
Cupcake Gypsies
Seth Degler
Denver Center for the Performing Arts
Meghan Dougavito
Lauren Eidenmueller
Fantasy Ranch Horseback Adventures
Deanne Fitzgerald
Kathleen Fogler
Morgan Graves
Mark Graybill
Birgit Halvreiter
Amanda Hatley
Vince Herrera
Larry Jackel
Mary Kopco
Pete Marczyk
James McDonald
John McIntyre
Sha & Mike Miklas
Odessa Rose
Andi Rose
Running Iron Creative
Andres Salazar
Andrew Slack
Kaitlyn Stechmesser
Stephen Walsh
Katie Weingardt
Wild Birds Unlimited
Lane Willson
Kristin Zednik

Centennial Society Members:
Vicki Boesel
Ella Burnett
K-Lynn Cameron & Bob Keller
Linda Clark
Jane & Jim Clark
Charlotte Clarke
Wendell Fleming & Stephen Cunningham
Gerald & Margaret Gavenda
Diana Hotchkiss
Ron & Jean Meyer
Randy & Nancy Morgan
Paul Phillips & Susan Zimmermann  
Christine & Todd Strickland
Peter & Lucille Zwanzig



DON APTEKAR

TOM BARRON

ROB DELINE

MICHAEL P. DOWLING

WENDELL FLEMING

REBECCA FRANK

FORD FRICK

SANDY GUERRIERI

CHARLIE KURTZ

PETE LEAVELL

TATE MCCOY

PAUL PHILLIPS

SUSAN FOX PINKOWITZ

MARTHA RECORDS

CHARLIE RUSSELL

WES SEGELKE

DICK STERMER

STEPHANIE TRYBA

LARRY VICKERMAN

AMANDA WEAVER

ERIC WILKINSON

RUTH WRIGHT - EMERITUS

INGRID BARRIER

CAROLYN BURR

RUSS CALDWELL

FORD FRICK

MARTIN HERZ

RANDY MORGAN

PAUL PHILLIPS

DAN PIKE

COLORADO OPEN LANDS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COLORADO OPEN LANDS FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1546 COLE BOULEVARD #200 LAKEWOOD, CO 80401

WWW.COLORADOOPENLANDS.ORG  •  303.988.2373


